Cmam———

[J&‘—so. &

LRTICID :
O PLGEL é"‘ g

NEW YORK TIMES
23 MARCH 1983

The Attack on the Pope:
“New Link to Bulgana_n_

ByNICHOLAS GAGE

The authorities in w;m-n Europ#
have information that supports testi-
monv given to them by & Turkish assas.
sin, Mehmet Ali Agcs, that when be
tried to kill Pope John Paul II on May
13, mmmamgatmebm«nh

utﬁmnlwhoddeaedtnmnwinlnly
‘1881, -

The ottxc.al, lordan ‘Mantarov, - 48"
yaars old, told French ‘intelligence’
ageats that the plot to kill the Pope'was
gevised by the K. G.B., the Soviet imelli-
gence agency, and by the Bulgarian se-
cret service, which many Western intel-
hg:neespeaﬂxs:sconszderman
1o Moscow.

mbandgoodsandmmrthar
boats out of Bulgarian waters. This io-
formation comes from an associate of ;
‘Bekir Celenk, a Turkish businessman;
jwho Mr. Agcs said offered him $1.257
mﬂnuninSoﬁamthemmerome
hntbePDP& .
p 'DetecﬁmWasXathnkt
Nx Mammv,‘theBnlgannnWhoée-
tectad in France, was-deputy commer-
cial attaché at the Bulgarian Embassy.
4in Paris. His defectionhas been kept so | .
«quiet by the French Internsl Counter-
espiapage Servicethatthe French have
only recent)y told the United States
‘Central

sources, Mr. Mamrwanld his debriesf-

~TyE piar’ m
“rov saic, because the two agencies be-
lieved that the Pope-was the keystone of
& United Stares -effort to subver: the
j.Palish Govermoen: and move xtawuyA
trom the Communist bioc.
Tbhe Bulgarian Government has:
reanedtbempnanm that Bulgarians
| were tovolved in the assassination at-
itempt- oo the Pope -entirely ‘without
'foundation and “a fabrication put 1o
. gether by Western “intelligence agen-
cies. The Soviet Union has :repeatedly
-demed gy roleinthe attack.
- Mr, Mmsmacmrmng
“to French imelligence sources, repre-
mtheﬁxstcepon&omaBulgmm

-t the time-of the shooting. It was w- ;
covered during & two-month investiga- |
tian by The New York Times, inu'ven,
countries, ofthemedm-
|tion plot.  ff” : i
o ’ Cannaslnltﬂy
.‘Ihemvsuganma)sofmmdthatSerI

Airiines whom the Italians are holding
tn suspicion’ that he was Mr. Agcea's’
Bulgzarian accomplice, mtedjym'
tradicted "information he gave to the
Italian authorities a.bom his “Ove- |
roents and contacts in 1

who Mr. Agmsmdﬁmeedmsmv:ls
after his escape from prison in

meembermsmdsuchdwensi
with the Bulgarian ,lutbontrs, includ-
ing the state security police, that they |

were pmd-ﬂ With Amete o ot mmn $hnia

Andittoxmdthu’nu'hshsmngglers' '

aersthaxhewnsadnsebendafamgb-
Tanking -official in theé- counterintelti.]
g:medmmmofthekﬂgananmtese
| cxrity agency, “the-“Durzhavna Sigur- 4
‘post. Thbe friend, be said, toid hirn about
growing ‘alarm in Comrmumist imtelli-
-gmagmasthatthe?opehad"bem
Lh;?masanmmttohelpdxsrm
natve Poland.

<>Mr, ‘Mantarov <identified the -high- |
nnhngBmgananctﬁaa)mmmmg~
zSavov and said he was an official of the

agency's coumterimelligence division
‘Independent intelligence sources con-
firmed the existence of an official of the

‘Bulgarian security .agency With - the |
mamermnerSavov tbmghthevsmd

thathemwhoM. Mmmvvsmdhe
‘was.
J4Mr, 'Mmtaruv naxd Mr)” Savov told
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“.patiop plot, accor
rvvssnnunantc

r.bough Mr.
ca.xmot “be indepe
‘seems clear that ¥
important official
curity agency for
" Swvirdlev, & forme
gmlmagmcywhu
oW lives in West (
given the pame Dj
kpnew of ope per

STAT

&mmmﬁw.-; v WYASY AL ADE
1960°s was in charge of -counterinelli-;

ynaetm'mngans s western and south-
‘et nexghbo:s ngnsum and
!;Latar the former uikme’l snnd, Mr..
s:vwmmta.broadxoom:eesmo-
nage operations while .serving as the
ammaﬁalmcbéba‘smgu_nmem-'
bassy. Be-could not remember to what
' Mr. Savovwasassigned, | -
'y ‘Detectionin Reimsin198]

.Amcemthpontnclsmthe
izn Embassy in‘Paris said Mr. Mmta—
m,wboismarﬁedand!nsadangmer,
was .Oeputy commerical attaché trom
1878 1o the summer of 1961, whu:hede

ligence officials have told the ltalian
-authorities abot Mr. Mantarov’s dis-
closures,-but it appears unlikely, be-
-cause they are known 1o be protective of
‘the informetior they coliect. Nape -of
the hralisn officials interviewed, includ-
thg the investigating magistrate, Ilario
Marells, gave any hint that they knew
ot the pew defector. -

picious immediately after the election
of Cardins! Woyrvlas?opeinmsbe-
cause it coincided with growing unrest
in:Poland over corruption.and misman-
apement in the Polish Government.

The Eastern European imelligence

‘defector who was in an official position . -th€y couwld not “immediately confirm  services, especially the K.G.B. and the

Bligarian agency, came 10 believe that
the election of the Poupe was

engineered -
by Mr. Brzezinski to inspire the Poles to

&im that in 1975 the K.G.B. concluded | strike out against the Communist sys-

that the -election of Karo] Wojtyls as| tem, Mr. Mamarov twold his debriefers. |

Pope the year before was engineered by |

mbigniew Brzezinski, President -Car.’

“ter's natiopal security adviser, who was

- pose, in this account of the K.G.B think.
ing, was 10 take advantage of growing .
unrest-in.Poland .and break its ties to
;Moscow. 1t_is pot clear on what basis
ﬁ{%G.B rmghthavemcbedsu:.ba

Respmemﬂeetimoﬂ‘upe
Tbe response 1o the election of Pope’
‘John Paul II — made by the Soviet au-

thorities and copveyed to the Bulgar-
ians, according 10 Mr. Mantarov's ac-

emmt—wasm“ehm&nam"the?ope I

He said that when unrest mounted in
Pohndandthe?opesuppanedtbeasp:-
rations of Polish 'workers 1o organize

gei 1. Antonov, 35, an official of Ball - J born in -Poland. Mr, Brzezinski’'s pur. - into independent unions, Eastern Euro-

-pean intelligence agencies became con-
cerned that their fears were correct and
the X.G.B. began discussions with the
Bulgarian mtelhgencemeeonamy.
toeliminate John Paul . .
{ Kllling of Turkish Editor

Mr. Mantarov quoted Mr, Sevov as
saying Mr. Agca was chosen as the as-
sassin of the Pope because he was
known throughout thewor)dasanght~

(Fe was enirited ot of & Turidich orison
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‘According to the French sources, Mr. !
-Manmrov said the K. G.B. became sus- .




